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(1) 


SEASONABLE 
CONSIDERATIONS 


On the Expediency of a 


W ak with France. 


9 HEN two oppoſite Parties aſſert 
quite oppoſite Things, it is no new 


Thing for both to be in the Wrong. 
Truth is to be found in the Midſt, not at 
the Extremes : Paſſion, Prejudice and In- 
tereſt are often miſtook for Reaſon, and of- 
tener obtruded upon the World for Principle, 


and Conviction, 


Our Miniſters now act as if a War with 
France was the only public Point worth pur- 
ſuing ; the People, at leaſt their Leaders, de- 
$ clare, as if with one Voice, that ſuch a 
War, in our preſent Circumſtances, would 

| almoſt be fatal to us. Much may be ſaid on 
both Sides: Ingenious and ſubtle Men may 
| B render 
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(2) 

render almoſt any Point plauſible, tho' Truth 
enly will admit of Demonſtration. 6 

The Controverſy is nevertheleſs of the 
laſt Importance ; and whoever is perſuaded 
that he = any Thing to lay before the Pub- 
lic, which may be of public Advantage, is 
under a moral Obligation to ſet it forth: for 


tho', according to the Play, we cannot com- 


mand Succeſs, we may deſerve it. b 
On theſe Principles, and for theſe Reaſons, 
I throw in my Mite : which is neither a 
Complement to the Projects of the Great, 
(as will ſoon be made evident) nor a Bait 
for the Paſſions of the Vulgar ; but a fimple 
Detail of what I have obſerved of the Paſs'd, 
and of what may thence be gathered for the 
Benefit of the Preſent and the Future. 
Thoſe who entertain ſuch terrible Ap- 
prehenſions of a War with France, found 
them principally on the Difficulties and Cala- 
mities attending the two former Wars, carried 


on by the Confederates againſt that aſpiring 


Power, and the Labour-in-vain- Attempts 


which, according to them, they proved to 
In particular, theſe Gen- 
tlemen urge, that France alone maintained 
thoſe Wars, at leaſt the Firſt of them, a- 
gainſt moſt of the Powers of Europe; which 
by no Figure whatever can be allowed: for: 
by caſting an Eye over the Map, it will ap- 
pear, that not a tenth Part of Europe was 
in 


be in the Iſſue. 
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in Arms againſt Lewis XIV in any Part of 
his Reign; and the true Reaſons why. he 
w3s able to baffle the Attempts of —_ 
* VNVillian, were theſe: The Factions which 
3 J embarraſſed that Prince at Home, the Dif- 

3 ficulties his Miniſters found in the Article 
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* of Ways and Means, the Scarcity and ill 
* State of the Coin, the weak and dilatory 
5 Conduct of the Court of Spain, the Diver- 
ſion made in Favour of France by the Grand 

1 Signior, who gave the Emperor as much 
Trouble on the Side of Hungary, as his moſt 
t. Chriſtian Majeſty did on the Rhine; and a- 
A bove all, the Intereſt which the French 
le Court had the Addreſs to maintain continually 


d. in his Britannic Majeſty's Councils. 
LNor can it be alledged, with Reaſon, that, 
even during that ſucceſsful War, King Leuis 
performed all thoſe Feats which are 15 pom- 
3 pouſly ſet forth by his Flatterers, as well 
Hiſtorians as Poets, by the Strength of 
France only ; for his beſt Troops were formed 
of mercenary Germans, Switzers, and Ta- 
lians, and diſcontented Britons and Irifh, 
which all together amounted to 100,000. 
But Louis le Grand beſt deſerved that 
ſuperb Stile when the ſecond War broke out; 
in the firſt Year of Queen Anne : for he had 
then in his Pay 250,000 Veterans, com: 
manded by brave and experienced Officers : 
a prodigious Train of Artillery ; Engineers 
B 2 ſcarce 


(4) 
ſcarce to be match'd in Europe; a mighty 
| Navy ; Docks, Yards, Founderies and Ma- 
| gazines in the exacteſt Order; and, tocrown 
| 


all, his Grandſon was in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, of which 
the Netherlands then made a Part, and Ma- 
ſter of the Wealth of the Indies; which 
thenceforward was to be at the Devotion of 
France. 

And yet notwithſtanding all this, both 
France and Spain, for the firſt Year, kept 
every where 20 the Defenſive only; Key- 
ſerſuert upon the Rhine, a very ſtrong Place, 
after a ſtout and bloody Reſiſtance, was taken 
in the Sight of Mareſchal Tallard, who 
commanded the French Army on the other 
It Side the River. Prince Eugene at the Head 
1 of an Imperial Army in Taly, was likewiſe 
41 very ſucceſsful: The Germans, moreover 
= | made themſelves Maſters of Landau, 
E i and kept amp ay blockaded all the enſu- * 
i ing Winter: the ſame Year alſo our . n 
Mi Hero the Earl of Marlborough, made a ſur- 
: | priſing Progreſs, by taking Venlo, Ruremond, 
. | Liege, Bonn, &c. and forming the Blockade 


of Limbourg, from which it could never be 
deliver'd. 15000 brave Fellows were ſent 
during the ſame Interval, under the Com- 
«| mand of the late Duke of Ormond, tomake 
if an Attempt upon Cadiꝝ : 

I And, tho' that Expedition, thro' ill Con- 
duct, miſcarried, yet the Fleet in their Return 

made 
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made the Nation amends, by taking and 
deſtroying thirty French Men of War, and 
about half as many Spaniſh Galleons at Vigo; 
and bringing home a conſiderable Treaſure, 
beſides large Quantities of valuable Mer- 
chandize; In a Word, in the very ſame Year 
ſeveral of the French Sugar Iſlands were plun- 
dered, their Fiſhery at Newfoundland was 
obſtructed, and many of their Veſſels taken 
and deſtroyed. 

Let this haſty Sketch ſerve to manifeſt, 
that this high and mighty Louis le Grand: 


4 with his Grandſon-King of Spain, and the 


Duke of Savoy, then their Ally, in Con- 
junction, did not as yet appear to be a Match 


do the Confederates, who appear'd in Arms 


2 againſt them: The true Cauſes therefore that 


enabled France and Spain to. hold out the 
War ſo long, were not ſo much owing to the 
Superiority of their own Strength and Wealth, 
as to the Defection, or, if I may be allowed 
to ſay ſo, the Rebellion of the Electors of 
Bavaria and Cologn, and the Inſurrection of 
the Malcontent Hungarians and Tranſyl- 
vanians, who had been long, and grievouſly 
oppreſſed, and perſecuted by the Emperor 
Leopold, and his Prieſt-ridden Miniſtry : 
And tho' the laſt of thoſe Electors intro- 
duced French Forces into his ſtrong Places, 
at the Commencement of the War, it was 
not till the latter End of the Year 1702, or 
the beginning of the next, that the Hunga- 
rians 


: (6) 
x rians and Tranſylvanians betook themſelves 
| to, Arms, to recover their Liberties, and 
cauſed ſo great anAlteration in the Emperor's 
Affairs, by reducing Tranſytvania;(whereRa- 
gotfer-was proclaim d Prince) moſt of Hunga- 
ry, and marching up to the Gates of Vienna: 
of which Diverſion the EleQtor of Bavaria 
likewiſe taking Advantage, made himſelf 
| Maſter of Poſſu Ratiſbon, Auſbourg, Ulm, 
| Memingen, &c. the Emperor's Troops which 
1 | were ſent to reduce him, being in all Places 
| repulſed with great Loſs : nor did his High- 7 
nefs's virtuous Attempts end here; for he car- 
| ried his Arms into Tyrol, in hopes to conquer 
1 that Country, and open a Communication 
| with the French Army in [taly: but in this 
3 Enterprize his good Fortune forſook him; 
| for, altho' the Province was deſtitute of re- 
E || 8 he was diſappointed by the 
© | | ourage of the Brave and faithful Tyro/eze alt 
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Kuffitein, and found a Stop put to his | 
E Conqueſts. n | ff 
'Ail In the Year 1703 Mareſchal Tallard be- 
All fieged and took Bri/ack, and that ſtrong 
| Fortreſs, Landau, after gaining a compleat 
5 Victory over an Army ſent from Flanders, 
Wii under the Command of the Prince of Heſſe 
Vil Caſſel, to impede him, at Spirebach, where 
if the moſt part of that Army were either ſlain 
" or taken Priſoners, with inconſiderable Loſs 
a, to the French; ſo that by this great Vo 
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(7) 
and the loſs of two ſuch important Places, on 
one fide, and the great Progreſs made, on the 
other, by the Hungarians, the War in 1taly 
Janguiſh*d on the Part of the Emperor, who 
could neither reinforce his Troops in that 
Country with Men, nor ſend Money to 


pay the Arrears of thoſe which ſtill remain'd 


in his Service. 1 

All theſe Particulars, therefore, being du- 
ly conſidered, I think it is apparent, that the 
Emperor was reduc'd to the low Eſtate we 


ſaw him in at the latter end of the ſaid Year, 


not ſo much by the Power of France, as by 
the Help of the Hungarians, and Bavarians. 
Suffer me to add likewiſe : That altho? 


Ss the Duke of Mariborougb in 1704 obtain'd 
a complete Victory over the French and 
Bavarian at Blenheim, and diſpoſſeſſed the 


Elector of Bavaria of his Dominions, as 
be had his Brother the Elector of Cologn 


and Biſhop of Liege before, yet the Forces 


of thoſe two Princes ſtill continued in and 


fought with the French Armies to the end of 
the War, 6 | | 


Nor muſt it be forgot, that the Fruits of 
that RP Victory never reach'd Hunga- 
7y at all; where the Troubles not only raged 
as fiercely as ever, but had ſo melancholly 
an Effect on the Emperor's Affairs, that in 
the following Year, the Allies were forced 


to detach a Body of Forces to his Aſſiſtance, 
againſt 


tary Enquiry and Cenſure: We find Flag- 


68) 

againſt thofe, who, tho ſtiled Rebels at Vi- 
enna, fought only for their Rights and Li- 
berties: By which means a Check was put 
to the Progreſs of the Confederate-Arms: 
The French again broke into the Empire, 
reduc'd Treves, &c. and all the great Projects 
of the Duke of Marlborough for that Year 
came to nothing. S i 

Of ſuch pernicous Conſequence to the 
whole Confederacy was this one Article of 
the Commotions of Hungary; concerning 
which I hall add no more, but that they con- 
tinued till the late Emperor ſucceeded to 
the Imperial Throne, upon the Deceaſe of 
his Brother Joſepb. | 

It is farther to be obſerved, that the' the 
Britiſh Nation exerted itſelf in ſo extraor- 
dinary a manner, to carry on the common 
Cauſe, and enable the executive Power to 
baſten the Cataſtrophe of the War, what 
was the Intereſt of the Whole, was not 
the Intereſt of Individuals: Thus we find 3 
our whole Marine, tho' our natural, fund 
mental Strength, ſo miſerably managed, 
as to become the juſt Obje& of Parliamen- 
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Officers accuſed of Cowardice: We find 
the Prince of Denmark's. Council, as 
Lord High Admiral, remonſtrated againſt, 
for their Neglect of our Commerce and 
Navigation: and we find very iow, 2 

thoie 


% (9) 
thoſe great Things done by the Confederate - 
- Fleet, which. might juſtly have been ex- 
t pected from the Title of Maritime Powers. 

: However, notwithſtanding all Corrup- 
'> tions or Misfortunes, we find the mighty 
ts Powers of France and Spain, ſo far hum- 
ur I bled at laſt, as, at the Treaty of Gertruy- 
WF denburgh, to offer the Confederates almoſt a 
e Carte- blanche: And that the ſaid Treaty 
of came to nothing after all, is as great a 
15  Reproach to the Dutch, who had the 
n- ſole Management of it, as that of Utrecht 


to was made to the Engliſh afterwards. 

of And nw we are come to another great 
$ Cauſc,,why a War, that all along promiſed 

he o much produc'd ſo little: A Peace abroad 

r- was tobethe Price of Power at Home; and 

on there Peace of any kind could not be 


to F purchas d too dearly : It was owing, therefore, 
nat rather to the Straits of the new Miniſtry, than 
not the Straits of the People, that fo bada one was 
ind Kccepted of and it is plain, beyond Contro- 
da- Perſy, that, had we treated, Sword in Hand, 
with our victorious General ſtill at the Head 
of the Confederate Army, the Fault of Ger- 
| ir uydenburgh might not only have been retrie- 
ved, but we might have given Law to Louis 
% Grand in France, as his Succeſſor bath - 
Ino done in the Empire. ++ 77 
But not to overload; the fatal Treaty of 
& ©*recht too much; certain it is, that almoſt 
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| ever ſince the Hanover Succeſſion took place 
the worſt part of Cromwell's Politics, with 
. Reſpect to France, hath been unhappily fol- 


© ji lowed ; and we have rather endeavour d to ab- 
| lige her to be our Friend, than to beware f 
1 her as an Enemy: And hence it is, that ſhe Þ 
1 hath been ſuffer d, gradually, fo to increaſe in 
| Dominion, Strength, Credit, and Influence, 
| as once more to become the Terrour of 
| 38 Europe, and to render a new Confederacy ne- 
MN ceflary to reduce her to her ancient Bounds, 
2 Having now proved, I think undeniably, 
| tat thereal Powerof France hath been repre- | | 


| ſented as more formidable than it is, and that 
Jl! the Difficulty of reducing it, during the two 
laſt Wars, aroſe rather from Accident in her 
Favour, than the Superiority of hexStrength ; 2 
I come now to treat of her Revenues, * 
which are held by ſome tobe as inexhauſti- * 
| 


ble as the Indian Mines, and conſequent- 
ly, like the Soul of Government, at all 


Times able to maintain the whole Syſtem in 
Life, Health, and Motion. 4 
But this Notion likewiſe, according to the 2 
beſt Intelligence that can be procured from 
EI France itſelf, will appear, upon Examina- 
1 0 tion, to deſerve as little Credit as the former. 
10 It hath been already , obſerved, That du- 
0 ring all Queen Annes War, the Wealth 
0 of Spain was at the Devotion of France, 
0 Which muſt. be underſtood of the Spaniſo 
Mili Commerce as well as Revenues; all the 
: 0 Ports I 
1 
| l 
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Ports of New as well as O/d Spain being open 
to her Merchants, who thereby found a 
never-failing Vent for the ManufaQtures of 
their ownGrowth, and made anAcceſs of ma- 
ny Millions annually to the Wealth of their 
Country, duting the Courſe of the ſaid War: 
Befides the ill Poſture of the Emperor's 
Affairs gave the French frequent Opportu- 
nities to raiſe vaſt Contributions in Germany 
and Italy, which they never failed to improve 
do the utmoſt: And yet, with all theſe Helps 
= andalltheother miſchievous and opprefliveEx- 

pedients, which the Adminiſtration had re- 
X courſe to, under the Head of Vays and Means*, 
te Revenues were ſo conſumed by that de- 
= vouring War, that in the Years 1709, 10, 11, 
2X the Whole did not exceed one Million and a 
balf Sterling; and the Debts of the Govern- 
„ment amounted to little leſs than one hundred 
and fourſcore Millions Sterling; of which im- 
menſe Sum, tho much hath been liquidiated, 
little hath been pay'd: fo that even at this 
a mn HœHour, the Revende labours under ſuch En- 
cumbrances as it can neither bear, nor diſ- 
o 
The Cuſtoms for Example, which indeed, 
on account of the infinite Prohibitions of 
au- . „ 


X * Suchas raiſing and falling the Value of the Coin; 
ance, ſqueezing Loans from their rich Subjects, and out of the 

e ManufaQture-Towns and Sea-Ports, not ſparing even 
l their very Plate; nor that of the Convents and Altars. 


612.0 

foreign Manufactures, bear no Proportion to 
thoſe of England, are mortgaged to the Sea- 
Ports, and the inland Duties in like Manner 
to the Manufacture-Touns, by way of 
Security for the Loans of Plate and Money be- 
fore mentioned: and neither of theſe Branches 
are likely to revert to the Government theſe 
Forty Vears. | | N 
Ihe City of Paris, likewiſe, advanc d ſuch 
Sums to the late King, during the late War, 
that the Annuities ſtill paid at the Town- 3 
Houſe are ſaid to amount to 50, ooo, 00 
Livres or upwards of two Millions Sterling 
yearly. 75 
That celebrated grand Monarque, more- 
over, in his Extremity had recourſe to another 
dextrous Expedient towards repleniſhing his 
empty Coffers; which was by erecting: ſe- 
yeral new and ſuperfluous Offices, with ſtated 
Salaries; the Patents for which were carried 
to the Market and ſold to the higheſt Bidder. 
And finding it anſwer, he took the Hint 
to ſec all the Civil Offices of the Crown, from 
the Chancellor to the Executioner, to Sale, 
likewile, after the following Rates, viz. E- 
very Preſident of every /provincial Parliament 


DET TE 


or Court of Juſtice, (Each of which 


conſiſts of four Chambers of Twelve Aſſiſ- 
tants each and a Preſident) gave 120,000 Li- 
vres; every Aſſiſtant 60,000; every Advocate 
40,000; and every Attorney 36,008. In vir- 


(13) 
tue of which Purchaſe, (over and above four 
per Cent Intereſt Money, which is paid annu- 
ally by the Crown for the ſaid reſpective Sums) 
every Patent became a Sort of Freehold to the 
Poſſeſſor; being either inheritable by his 


Children, or alienable by Leave of the Court, 
which is never refuſed, except the Buyer is 


unqualified for the Office. | 
ven the Capitation or Poll-Tax, which 


Was, at firſt, impoſed on all without Ex- 


ception, and: levy'd with much Rigour, 
ſunk ſo remarkably during the War, that 
the Intendants received a diſcretionary Power 
to demand or excuſe it, according to the 
Circumſtances of the People. = 
But every Deficience was to be made good: 
The Tax therefore called the Dixieme, or 
Tenth of every Man's Income, was impoſed 


1 to anſwer that Endꝰ. But from this laſt, the 
Princes of the Blood, and all the Clergy in 


general are excepted: And it muſt be far- 


; | 3 ther obſerved, that the entire Provinces of 
Brittany, Languedoc, and Dauphiny, do not 


„pay to the Government in the ſame Proporti- 


ons with the other Provinces of the Kingdom. 


With Regard to the other Taxes and 


© Impoſitions of France, they are ſubject to 


little Fluctuation: or if they are, the Far- 
mers-General, not the Government, are the 
7 | Suf- 


* Beſides the Taxes above-mentioned, there is ano- 
ther levied in France, called la Taille, which is a fort 
of Poll-Tax upon Sheep and Cattle. | 


160,000, ooo Livres (above Six Millions 


(14) 
Sufferers: But thoſe Gentlemen generally take 
care to make good Bargains, and, asthey 
give the King a certain annual Rent of 


Sterling) it is not to be preſumed: but they | 
find their Account in it 8 
To this Sum of Six Millions, what is 
collected by the Intendants being added, ac- 
cording to the higheſt Computation, the 
whole Revenues of France, by the Acceſs of 
ole of Lorrain, amount to ſomewhat 
mote than Ten Millions Sterling. © 
An immenſe Sum it muſt be acknowledg d, 
and ſufficient indeed to endanger Europe, if | 
it came entire into the King's Coffers, and 
could be diſpoſed of as his Minifters pleaſed. z 


But this is far from being the Caſe : WW 
have. * taken notice of very conſider- 
able Deductions it is liable to, on account of 


former Encumbrances; and to theſe muſt 
be added the e ve Articles of the Civil i 
Officers, the Eſtabliſhment of  rchers®, i 
every one of which hath a Penſion of 400 

Livres per Ann. (which not being ſufficient * 
for the Support of a Gentleman-Trooper, | 
they ſqueeze the reſt out of the poor Feo- 
ple); the Charge of 16000 Galley- Slaves, 
and almoſt innumerable Penſions to the 
br N No bility, 


A Sort of Light Horſe, who guard the Roads, ap- 
prehend ſuſpected Perſons, and execute in common the ; 
4 


Orders of the Ma giſtrates. 


( Is) 
122 &c. who, having run out their 
tes in the Service of the Crown formerly, 


* 


| 

fare forced to ſubſiſt upon it's Bounty. 
1 By theſe different Iſſues full half of this 
mighty Flood of Wealth is ſluic d off be- 
fore it reaches the Treaſury; whence it is 
* * obvious to common Senſe, that, after tlie or- 
> KM dinary Expences of the Court, the Fleet, the 
© Þ Army, the, Fortified Towns, the annual 
ot} I Subſidies to foreign Princes, and the Variety 


at ol Intrigues ever carrying on in Germany, 
Sweden, Holland, &c. &c. are defray'd, the 
4 JF Remainder, however ſilfully managed, 


would go but a little way in the Support of 


nd 3 another 2 War: And when a Nation 
75 = is exhauſted of it's Wealth, according to the 
& | | 


MX preſent Mode of Fi muß it may be Haid 
er- IF to bevanquiſh'd; Plutus being now become 
; of more a Maſter of the Art of War than Mars 


uſt- IF himſelf. | 
_ 1 hi 


8 = 1 is true, that Neceſſity teaches Oecono- 
s*, my; and very poſſible that when both 


400 heir Credit and their Funds ſhould fail, the 
int State. Pilots of France would ſtrike off ſome 
nh of the Penſions entirely, retrench others, and, 

e. out of their very Savings at Home, would 
be able, for a while, to keep up their Figure 


abroad. 


1 Thoſe of ſuperior Rank are rewarded with 

ap- Employments: Inſomuch, that when a gay Equipage 
| appears, inſtead of asking what Eſtate, as with us, it 
is uſual to ask what Employment, it is ſupported by? 


*%% 


| abroad: But as all they could ſave would hot be 
j equal to the Demands of a War, this Expe-- 
8 dient would only defer the evil Day; and in 
11h the End it would arrive notwithſtanding. _ 
It may likewiſe be urg d, that France is ſo 
[| great, fo rich, and flouriſhing a Kingdom, 
| that ſhe hath Reſources without End; con- 
Lit ſequently the Clown had as much Reaſon of 
1 his Side, when he expected the Stream 
| would run itſelf dry, as we, when we ex- 
pect to ſee her ſubdued by her own Wants 
NR. > > SSL 1:5 pn c, 
But thoſe who repreſent her State to be at 
once ſo happy and ſo formidable, go perhaps 
upon 7 only, and the Matter of 
Fact may be wholly otherwiſe. 
ZSute I am, that not only all our Travellers, 

| I'mean ſuch who carry out a neceſſary Stock of 
h common Senſe along with them, but even the 
f French themſelves confeſs, That as to what 
SH we in England call the Landed Intereſt, tis 
I almoſt every where in a ſad Condition: 
5 1 Infinite Numbers of Acres lying wholly waſte 
1 and uncultivated ; and ſcarce any one Tract 
in any one Province being ſufficiently Rock'd 

bg! with Cattle, or ſupplied with neceſſary Ma- 
nure, or in any one Reſpect huſbanded as it 

Wi | onght to be: All which Defects are owing 
| to the general Poverty that every where pre- 
| vails, and in which both Landlord and Te- 
nant are equally involved. | F 
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1 
Thee Value of Lands, for the general, is ſo 
| Jow, that the uſual Rates are from one to 
in | four Lirres per Acre, French, which contains 
more than ours by a thirteenth. ; and for a 


ſo Farmer or Grazier to undertake to ſtock his 
n, K own. „ Gioupds, and pay. his Rent in Specie, 
n- as with us, is a thang hardly ever known in 
of France. On the contrary, the Gentry are 
um f either forced to manage or themſelves, or 
X- to furniſh a Tenant with Cattle, Seed, and all 


nts 1 Ithe Implements of Huſbandry; in Confide- 
ration a his Labour and Care, allowing him 
at 1 one Third of the Produce, and reſerving the 
other two-for their own Profit; or rather to 
Hiſcharge the Demands of the King and the 
7 Church, who more. than go Halves in the 
hole Crop. 
And here, having mentioned the Church, 
et me have leave to add, that tho there is a 
3 3 E onfiderable Number of very rich Benefices 
France, the whole Kingdom ſwarms with 
digent, begging Fryars, out of whom no 
Fax can poſſibly be ſqueezed; but who, on 
3 * other Hand, quarter themlclves upon "the 
or People, and in Conjunction with thoſe 
ſts of another Claſs, * Archers, before- 
poken of, eat up all before them. + 
8 There is, therefore, no ſuch fundamen- 
ö Wal Stock in the natural Product of France, 
Jas can afford a Surpluſs ſufficient to maintain 
both the ordinary Charge of Government and 
71 D the 
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(18) 
the Extraordinaries of a War: We Mlkndw, | 
that the Wealth which bath been for Apes 1 
Heaping together is ſoon and eafily ſquandered: 
Where there is an annual Waſte, there muſt 
be an annual Acceſs to make it good; for 
prodigal States, as well as prodigal Individuals, | 
quicken their own Ruin: And this armual 
Acceſs can no where be found bat in a fo- 
reign Trade, by which he Induſtry of x Na- 
tion is carried to Market as well as the Growth 
of the Soil; and the Merchant enriches his 

YZ 


I 


Country with the common Profits of bock. 
Should it be admitted, therefore, that the 
Manufactures of France were in ever ſo thri- 3 


Ving a Condition, which, by the way, I de 


not hold to be altogether ſo manifeſt as ſome 


People would have it believed, the Vent for 


thoſe Manufactures muſt in a great Degree 


depend upon their Navigation; and their 


Navigation, I will be bold to ſay, depends 
more upon the Courteſy of England chan 
ever, and may be ruined whenever we pleaſe. 
To make which appear evident beyond 
Contradiction, let it be firſt conſidered, that 
while we continue at open War with Spain, 
and at Peace with France, our Commerce is 
interrupted, theirs is free; ours is eat up 
with an high Inſurance, theirs hath nothing 
but the Danger of the Sea to guard againſt ; * 
while our Weavers beg, fteal, ſtarve, 2 
and enliſt, theirs find Employment by 
ns working 


42 5 "© _— * i bk 
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working up eur own Wool, and their Mer- 
chants carry their Wares to Market almoſt 
as cheap as we can put ours on Board. | 
3 . Secondly, While we continue at Peace 
Wich them, their Sugar-Plantations, of which 
— & they are as tender as the Apple of their Eye, 

are fupp ly'd both from Treland and the Bri- 

14 . with Timber, Slayes, Lum- 
her, Horſes, and even Proviſions, which if 
profttable to us, are neceſſary to them; and 
I the bare withdrawing of thoſe Aſſiſtances 


3 appearing, at preſent, of their be- 
e fuenied clever. 

. WF. gp The Britiſb Colonies, ſince the 
„ eeaty © 


Www 4A 


* American Fiſheries, which are their beſt 
na: Nurſery of Semen, 

than hs. ebe, As their Factories, both in the 
teaſe, Edles, and on the Coaſt of Guinea, and their 
on Traffick eyery where, interfere with ours, 
Y ar And for that very Reaſon cannot be moleſted 
„too ſoon, ſo the ſame Force which protects 
Toe ur own. Navigation, will be able to deſtroy 
Sins theirs 5. and when once the bloody Flag is 

57 diſplay th 77 will find none to deliver. 


an, „ Fe, %%, The whole Navy Royal of 
Le. France doth not exceed Forty Ships of the 


D 2 Line, 
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Line, ſome of which are ſuppoſed to be un⸗ 
ſerviceable, and ſcarce half © which cin be 
com pleatly mann d, without che higheſt De- 


1 


triment to their Commerce; whereas the 
Navy Rog) of , England trebles that Num- 
ber; which on any capital Emergence mitt 
all be put to Sea ; nor in caſe of a Misfor- 
tune, are we without a Reſource of Ma- 
terials, Men, or Money to make all 1 good IJ 
again: To All which, We me add, t | hap in I 
Reſpect of, Cruiſers, | - we have as much I 
the Superiority, as in Ships of the Line ; 
that as to Privateers, we, have mare Veſſtls 1 
fit for that Service in our Ports than they, 
and what is infinitely to be ſatnented, they 
have almoſt as many at Sea to loſe by foch 
© RG that” the Na Lf 
us it a e avi tion 0 
France Fate pa the Courteſy. o 14 
that by attacking her in that ſenſible 
we exert our own Strength i þ 17 I 
Weakneſs, and that by makin 5 War upon f 
her Wealth, we take the ſuteſt and ſpeedi- 
eſt Method to deliver Germany and Laß out 
of her oppreſſive . 
But of this more anon; I come gor o 
another Branch of m Deſig n, viz. To ſhew. 
that it is not only for the Inicreſt of Englandt to 
break with France, but to take Advantage f 
the preſent Crifis as the moſt 8 3 
at, 


1 

, 
4 
z 
] 

; 
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44 
that, according to the. common Courſe of 
human Affairs, can be expeQed. | 
T have already obſerved, that Cromwell s 
Potics, with Reſpect to the F riendſhip of 
France, have, till v yy lately, been partly 
copied by all our Miniſters, fince the Acceſſion 
of the luftricus' | Houſe of Hanover to the 
BA Throne: That is to ſay, we have 
xd MY thought it our Intereſt to humour that Court 
in in all Things, I might ſay, truckle to it; but 
hen we never, / ie him, took Fire at the 
ic; Meat A nce of ill Uſage; and by ſettin 
183 hem 5 at Defiance, . — rn 
„chat our F riendfhip was, to the full, of as 
.2 * uch Conſe: dab to them, as theirs! to us. 
Hence thy have preſum d to treat us ra- 
as one of their Tools, than an inde- 


endant Power, and, to ur almoſt irrepa- 


bie Diſhonour, Wherever they lead the 
3 D ance, oblig'd us to follow : finding us, 
A -refore, by repeated Experiments, as tame 
Id manageable as their own Hearts could 
Fe proceeded to pull us by the Noſe, 

in our Face, and enure us to all man- 
5 = Indignities 3 inſomuch, that the Na- 

on ſaw with Aſtoniſnment on one Side, 

* _— prom pid by by. them to do us all man- 
Per of Mi hief, while we had our Hands 
d behind us on the other, and were not 


) | : yen permitted to uſe the firſt Tickate of Na- 


ture, 
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Self-Defence ; nay, the very Sovereign | 
c the Seas was ſo far reſigned to 5 
that. a gallant, Lieutenant, wha in Virtue of 
the 2 aplig d 2 in. fake a oh l 
Deen ip 06) 

Was n ia 4 cify the 


A 2 60 Er by Way of 


cept af a leis 
100. h it was — 
dered at, har BY the old bo 1 
Sauce and Frenc Cookery,.. We 
ande to ne Treaty of. Seuille ; and 
in Conſequence. thereof, - ſhould. not only be 
at the Ex e mig 2 0 a- 
troduce 22 into 4 1 


3 


1 


Y 
1. * 
No 


Side of $4 Cape was vox a: k So held I 
il 


: * 4 — 


>" He was ſbon after mad a Capes ptain, to render thi . 
bitter Pill a little - more palatable at home. 

+ It is confidently n that a Million of Pi- 
goles was in the Courſe of this Affair remitted to 
9 ſo that if this F act was true, the Depredations } 
upon the Merchants may be fai N * been com- 1 
mitted for the Benefit of our M 


gn (23) 
m, Wi and Pleaſure of the Court of Veryarles 


of to chaſtiſe his Icuperial Majeſty for thwart- 
6 to ing the Election of Stam/iivs to the Throne 
web, | of Poland ; in older to which the French 
the Armies paſſed the Rhine, took Fort Khie), 


18% | | and beſieged Phitpiburg, while we moſt 
tas I ferenely gaz d on No Diſtreſſes of our old 
on- Ally, without moving a Hand to fave him; 
can though we had afterwards the Grace, by the 
d be I prace- Maker, Ir, as Shakeſpeare bumourouſly 
and r 
ly be Nerit of the Accommodation. = 
on- For our amazing Supineneſs on this Ooca- 
nally 3 wh ſome Perſons endeavoured to account, 


$90- Why afiucing us, that the Courſe of Exchange 
8 0 between Londen and Paris was for a con- 
us. to iderable Time in our Favour ; but others 
ay of 6 Pet both the Palitics and Politicians of thoſe 


2 1 imes with ſo much Contempt, as to de- 
uk aff are, That neither were worth a Purchaſe ; 
nd that the ſubtle Cardinal knew the Value 
1 3 the French Revenue too well to lay out 
y Part of it in ſuch worthleſs Commo- 
ities. 
\ ; | Be this as it may, tho France could not 
ve a King to Poland, ſhe made a Shift to 
cquire the noble Duchy of Lorrain, which 
| I vas much the better Job of the two, in as 
ions nuch as, thro' the Dexterity of the French 
'Y | +525 ki 
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jects to ſtrip his Heirs of - thoſe Dominions, 


(4) 

Financiers, it huith: added above a q Millicr 
Sterling, (28; 600/000 of Livres) to her an- 
nual Revenues: it ought however to be ob- 
ſerved that ſhe-found herſelf oblig'd-to ſwal- | 
low the Pragmatic Sanction as her Neigh- | 
bours had done before her, by Way of Con- 
ſideration; the Houſe of Auſfria wiſely con- 
cluding that it was more adviſable to ſatri- 
fice a — than to endanger the Whole. 
But what fignify [Treaties to thoſe who 

ſeen to think them no longer binding, than 
they favour their Intereſts? Thus the Body 
of the late Emperor was ſcarce cold, before 
ve find this inſidious Power forming Pro- 


ſhe ſtood bound by Treaty to ſecure them 
in the Poſſeſſion of and taking upon her 
to dole about the ue to whom ſhe 
pleaſet. 1 
In order to effect which, ſhe ſpirited up 
five Electors, beſides ſeveral Princes and 
Biſhops holding Sovereignties, to attack her 
Hungarian Majeſty in Germany: and that 
Ruſia might not interpoſe in her Behalf, | 
= SIA bribed Sweden to wage War with an 


_— 4 


| 
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In mitigation of this Article of Eorrain the Gazer- i 
teert took Notice, That in Time of War France con- 
ſtantly took Poſſeſhon of that Duchy; but they forgot 
to obſerve, that ſhe had ever the Goddess to leave the 
Duke in Poſſeſſion of his Revenues, tho' they depriv'd 
him of his Power. 


1 . 
83 | Enemy, every way her Superior, and then 
— left Tor at the Mercy of that Enemy, who 
ob. in a manner trod on her Neck, and held the 
val. Sword at her Throat. | 


u. . With regard to Great Britain, ſhe had no 
Dn- Reaſon to give herſelf any Concern: Thoſe 


then at the Helm ſhe knew had but one 
Point in View; which was to preſerve their 
SPlentitude of Power, and wallow ſecurely 


who In their ill-got Wealth: 

than Tho at this Period of Time we find her, 
Body jotwithſtanding, improv'd in her Eſtate at 
-fore lome, and at her higheſt Pitch of Credit 
Pro. Ind Influence abroad: having faſtened Spain 
ions, pon us, as ſhe had done Sweden upon Risſſia; 


hem ing Denmark in Subſidy, and made Ger- 

i prey upon it's own Bowels. 

ſhe This was the Situation of Europe; and 
conſequence thereof the Confederates 

Nove all before them: The Alarm reached 


arms ? 1 jenna itſelf, and the Queen was forced 
-- her take Sanctuary among her Hungarian 
| that b Ppjects. 


But with whatever Zeal and Devotion ſhe 
ss received by them, or whatever Diſpoſi- 
n they manifeſted for her Service, all had 
Ern ineffectual without Mcney; with which 

ey were moſt critically and generouſly ſup- 
" W'<d by the Britiſb Parliament; for it appears 
bave been this very Money which ena- 
ed the Hungarians, Croats, &c. to take the 


the Preſumption, that whichever conquer ' d, 


ſailles, however, had a proper Effect on hf 


It ought to be remembred that two thouſand off 


(269 | 

Field; and therefore, the., Succeſs of the if 
Auſtrian Arms at the Battle of Cza//au may i 
be partly placed to our Account. 
It is true, had not the French.refin'd rather 
too much, in refuſing, to join the Pruſſiams up- 


on that Occaſion, and in ſtanding aloof on 


# * ; 
2 


they ſhould have the Benefit of the Victory, 
both the Money of England, and the Va 
lour of Hungary had been employed in 
vain; for.it had been impoſſible for thoſe 


new-raiſed Forces to have given Battle tc} 
both Armies united, unleſs to their utter 


This over-Cuning of the Court of Ver. 


Pruſjian Majeſty, and he ſoon. reſolved to 
depend no more upon an Ally who bad acted 
the low Part of a common. Incendiary, bi 
kindling a War in Germany, in Hopes of find 


ing his Account in the Plunder. __ 4 
. The fame Incident likewiſe operated in 
the ſame Manner on the King of Poland 
who, having cauſed a large Body of his Saxe 
Troops to march into. Moravia, in order to 
join the Confederates, and form the Siege 
of “ Brin, not only recall'd them, but choſe 
to negotiate a Neutrality with the Queen of 


en 310 Hun- 


thoſe Troops were cut off by. the Governor of that 
Place, who likewiſe ſeiz d their military Cheſt, &c 


= 
Inga, rather than be lar'd into the like 
Snare that was ſet for Pruſſia, by the frothy, 
treacherous Promiſes of France. > 
Even the Emperor of their own. making, 
Wikewiſe took the Alarm, and expreſs'd his 
Fears fo ſtrongly upon the Occaſion, that 
he Army which was underſtood to be ſent 
Wo his Succour; acted almoſt like an Army 
inf Obſervation upon his Condud ; and, at the 
ne Time, that the whole Swediſb Nation, 
Ho +, exclaimed againſt their Perfidy, on one Side, 
++, ain expreſs' d their Jealouſies and Diſcon- 
"ents as loudly on the other. 
= Thos we have already liv'd to ſee the 
þ;.MEcedit of France blaſted among her Neigh- 
';, MWPovrs and Allies, and even a Check given 
che Progreſs of her Arms; for it appear- 
. that the French had entangled themſelves 
and the Snare which they had ſet for Pruſſia; 
oc that the Auſtrians, having quieted one 
ted 0 pnemy, were become an over-Match for 
5 % u other: In Conſequence whereof, we had 
ve Pleaſure to be informed, that thoſe who 


wy * ut juſt before threatned Vienna itſelf, and 
Siege reated the Queen of Hungary as already a 
cho Friſoner at Diſcretion, | were forced to retire 
— ith all poſſible Speed, and take Sanctuary 
Hun- nder the Cannon of Pr ague; and tho' the 


— Jiege of that Place was not attended with 
uſand of the defired Succeſs, the Loſſes ſuſtained in 
of dai it by the French, were ſo great and grievous, 


|, Ge. 3 E 2 that 


(28) | 
that they are ſcarce repair d at this Day: On i 
the contrary, almoſt all the different Corps 
encloſed within that Place, were fo miſera- 
bly diminiſhed, and the Officers who com- 
manded them fo impoveriſhed, that it ap- 
pears the King was forced to complement 
them with Recruits out of the Militia, whoſe 
Places were to be ſupplied by raiſing the 
fixth Man thro' the whole Kingdom, agree-| 
able to an Edict publiſhed for that Purpoſe, 
but which, nevertheleſs, hath not as yet an- 
ſwered the End; as is evident by the Re- 
monſtrances againſt it, delivered to his Moſt 
Chriſtian ' Majeſty by the Magiſtracy of 
Paris, and ſome other Cities. 
But though, by the ſeaſonable Arrival off 
Marſhal Mai llebois, Marſhal Brogho Was 9 
enabled to make his Eſcape from Prague, 
the French were no longer able to act Sn] ö 
ſively, or preſerve the Conqueſts they had 
made: On the contrary, the whole King- 
dom of Bobemia, except Egra, reverted to 
it's natural Sovereign the Queen of Hungary, 
and the modern Turenne, as M. Broglio is 
ſtiled at the French Court, hath been able to 
perform nothing material ſince; unleſs the 
raiſing the Siege of Brunau, or his Dexteri- 
ty in avoiding the Enemy, deſerve that Cha- 
racteriſtic. A 
Germany is uſually called the Grave of the 
French; and not without Reaſon ; ny 1 
their 


| 
} 
; 
| 
; 


629) 
On Ill their moſt. ſucceſsful Wars in that- Country 
have ever coſt them more Lives than the A 
vantages attending them were worth; nor 


com- hath-this laſt been leſs deſtructive than thoſe of 
t ap- former Times: For to ſay nothing of the 
ment MW Hayock which the Sword hath made, their 
vhoſe WF Troops have been equally waſted with Fa- 
g the mine, Sickneſs, and Fatigue: Of all which 
gree- Hardſhips, the Survivors are become ſo ſenſi- 
rpoſe, ple, that their very Spirit ſeems to be ſubdued, 


'Y and they rather act as Men going to be facri- 
1 gel, than inſpir'd with the Hope of Victo- 
. It was on this Account, e that a 
| Pony a Day Sterling additional Pay was lately 
* lowed to every private Man: Of whom i 
ay be literally faid, that they are onl 
7 Ih for Powaer, according to the Expat. 
Fon of Falſtaff; their Subſiſtence- Money be- 
Ing exactly of a Piece * with their Tatter- 
1 Wicmalion-Regimentals, which are never diſ- 
iss d under a three Years Service, tho re- 
Naced to Rags at the end of one. It is no 
Vonder, therefore, that their Armies when- 
i Fver in the Field ſhould moulder under a 
* daily Deſertion; that all the Foreigners, at 
1 * preſent 


iz. To the Switzers Nine Pence for Five Days 
and Ammunition Bread, and to the French Seven — 
Half. penny (the Livre deing reduced by Degrees from 
IF Twenty Pence, which was the ancient Value, to Ten 

Pence Seerling) and to the Horſe, Dragoons, and Offi- 
cers in Proportion. 


D 
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(30 
Ffeſent in their Fay, are fick of the Ser- | 
vice; and that thoſe in particular who are ö 
Githin Reach of the Dutc ys rontiers, would 1 
80 off to a Man, if there was not a Cartel 
eſtabliſhed between the two Nations, to de- 
Hver vp all Deferters, without Exception. 
To conclude upon this 'Head, As it is al 
4800 Truth that the beſt Troops in the J 
French Service are thoſe which they hire of 1 
the Switz-Cantons ; it muſt” be allowed 24 
very favourable Cireumſtan ce in the preſent | 
| 
1 
I 
4 


War, that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty cannot 
obtain Leave to recruit thoſe Regiments with- 
out firſt paying off his old Score, which a- 
mounts to ahnoft a Million Sterling; andi 
agreeing to an Advance of two Sols fer Dien 
per Man into the Bargain. | 

As therefore the real Aquifitions Franc: 
had made, and her ambitious Defi ns upon} | 
Germany began to render her real y formi- 
dabie to the Reft of Euro * ſo the Um. | 


TO 8 


8 


brage ſhe bath given, and the Loſſes ſhe hath 4 
foftain'd, ſeem to point out that now is the 
Time to clip her Wings once mote, ard 
thereby do, what the Treaty of Utrecht leliff 
-undone, and undo what our other notabl: 1 
Treaty-Mcngers bave done ſince. 9 

But, however prudent, politic, or ſeaſona · 
ble it may appear to come to a Rupture withY 
France, I will not take upon me to recom-i 
mend the „ of ſuch a Meaſure, E 1 

| le" 


(31) 

lefs it ſhould likewiſe appear to be juſt : Aud 
are chat it really would be founded upon Equi- 
0 re 7 f : th: $* 4 - ' ſt fr 

zuld Aty as well as Policy, I think is manifeſt from 
Jundeniable Facts, which are yet freſh in eve- 
Iry Body's Memory, and which, for that very 
Reaſon, ſcarce need an Exemplification. I 


5 Neaan, the conniving at their Seamens enter- 
| the Ing into the Spaniſh Ser vice; the ſending one 
re of © uadron to the V gt Indies under the Mar- 
Aris 4. Antin, to facilitate, if Admiral Ver- 
lem en would have given Leave, the Return of 
nd e Galleons; and afterwards a Second to ſe- 

ure a ſafe Paſſage for the Spaniſh Fleet thro 


ee Straits of Gibraltar; the giving the fame 
. K auadron Protection in the Harbour of Tou- 
7; and, above all, the Refortifying Dun- 
, in Contempt of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
e Remonſtrances of his Majeſty, and the 
" Wiverſal Reſentment of his People: Every 
- eo. of which Particulars is, in itſelf, an 
1 oſtility, and therefore proves, that a War 
provok d on their Sides, becomes Self- De- 

ee on ours. | Ie 
Let no Man, however, imagine, becauſe 
am clearly of Opinion that tis a Debt both 
WP our Honour and our Intereſt to declare 
againſt France, that therefore I am an Ad- 
Wocate for thoſe Steps already taken which 
em to have a Tendency that way: The 
1 haracter of a Don Quixot or a Draucanſir 
Pppears as abſurd and as ridiculous to me, as 
to 


ST 
to other People : And by what I have alrea- 
dy advanced, it is apparent that I am not 
contending for a Land-War of any ſort: 
Without Aſſiſtances of Money both to the 
Queen of Hungary and the King of 'Sardi- 
nia; it is indeed impoſſible for thoſe Powen 
to ſtand their Ground, and without their Aſ. 
ſiſtance, I ſhould be loath to recommend any] 
War at all. But when thoſe Aſſiſtances 
have been given, in my humble Opinion 
we have done as much as is neceſſary for the 
Support of the Common Cauſe; and all be- 
yond is either Phrenzy, or ſomething worſe. | 
From Laxemburgb, it is true, there is al 
eaſy Entrance into Champagne, an opel 
Country without Defiles to perplex cl 
March of an Army, or fortity'd Towns 
except Sedan and Charleville, to render 
Paſſage thro' one Province half as long 2 
the Journey of the Jews thro' the Wil. \ 
derneſs. But then tis more the Intercij 


1 


y 

* 
1 
7 
4 


of Holland, Pruſſia, &c. to haraſs the 
French on that fide, than ours, and in their 
Power to perform it at half the Expence 
Till, therefore, they pleaſe to open their 
Eyes on the Proſpect now before them 
or they can be led to place ſuch a Cont 
dence in us, as may ſerve to remove eve 
Cloud that may at preſent overſhadow it, 4 
am for confining our Efforts, except in the 
Article of Money, to the Sea only. , 


1 


(33) 
To a War of any ſort, IJ am ſenfible Ob- 
. - - Rijc&ions may be made; but moſt of them 
rea- will be of the ſame Nature with thoſe 
not i brought by In fidels againſt Tempeſts, Cold, 
ſort: ¶ Heat, Cc. which, tho? Evils, are neceſſary 
o the ¶ Exile, and, if grievous to bear, are whole- 
ardi- ¶ ſome in the End. | | 
owen But I will be more particular. The Dif- 
ir Al. Naculties and Calamities attending the two 
d anyWaft Wars with France, I have already men- 
ond, as the Foundation of all that is now 
aan d agaiuſt our entring into a new one: 
or th ad indeed the vaſt Sums conſumed in them, 
all be. nd the enormous Debts they have entail'd 
'orſe. pon us, afford very plauſible Pretences for 
e is a the like extravagant Meaſures for 
o 


ope: 
But thoſe who ſet up for Judges, ought 


x the 
"owns, 


* 
3 


a 


cher to be juſt than ſevere : and to ſtate 


4 


nder :Þ e Account fairly, we muſt ſet the Profit 


ang 1 Mgaiaſt the L6fs. 


: Wi It is neceſſary, therefore, to obſerve, that 
Interci Waring the Reign of Charles II. (when, in- 
ſs chin ead of looking with Jealouſy and Dread 
in ther n the growing Power of France, both the 
x pence: ing and his Miniſters not only took Mo- 
therWcy for conniving at it, but actually did 
them heir utmoſt to quicken its Progreſs) there 
Conf Ws reaſon to believe, that we conſumed al- 
e ever \Snoſt as much in Value of the Growth and 
wit, | Product of France, as their Merchants now 


't un uy F export 


export in the whole Circle of their com- 
laid before the Parliament, that in the Courſe | 


Silver Lace, Toys, Salt, Hats, Shoes, Stock- 3 
_ ings, Linnen, as well as Brandy, Wine, 
. &c. Sc. Our Diſtillery and Cyder- Trade were | 
of no Conſequence, and even our _— 
bore no Compgriſon to what it is at preſent 


. ſooner interrupted by the Breach between q 
the two Nations, but Neceſſity and Induſ- 


ly many new Manufactures were ſet up, 
ſuch as in Battery, Iron, and other Metal- 
Linnen, Paper, Silks, Stuffs, Lace, Cc. G. 


the gradual Diminution of their Commerce with EY 


venue likewiſe. 


( 34 ) 


merce ; it appearing by certain Calculations 


of Twenty Years, they drain'd us of no les | 
than Twenty Millions in Specie. - 

At or before the breaking out of the i 3 
firſt French War, they ſupplied us with al 
manner of wrought Silks, Velvets, Gold and 


But this pernicious Commerce was no 


try put us on new Repulations.  According- 1 


. GREETS ERS 


open d, our Husbandry was wonderful) 
improv'd ; and in conſequence thereof out 
Lands roſe in their annual Value, as much | 

. a 


| 

many new Channels of Commerce wer! 4 
| 

1 

' 


* Some Perſons more than double this Sum; 2 
eſtimate the annual Revenue of France at that time uff 
have been upwards of 15,000,000 Sterling; ſo tha 


=> 


land aptly. accounts for the Diminution of their Re, 
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uric as anſwers the Land-Tax at Four Shillings 
leis in the Pound. 

As a Demonſtration of which, let any 
Man caſt his Eye on the mighty Additions 
of Building, Furniture, and every Article 
of Expence, which are not only to be ſeen 
at London and the Places adjacent, bat like- 
& wiſe at Briſtol, Leverpool, Hull, Whiteha- 
= ven, Manche/ter, Birmingham, Wookver- 
bampton, Sheffield, &c. to ſay nothing of 
che amazing Improvements of our Colon ies: 
= whereas in France, except Port Orient, 
che Station of the French Eaſt India Com- 
nduſ- pany, I know of no Port, or City, which 
ding. hath received any viſible Alteration. 

As therefore many of theſe Advantages 
may be ſaid to be owing to thoſe two ve- 
&. ry Wars which are now ſo generally decry'd; 
Wen we have Authority to expect that others of 
rfull n like Nature will ariſe, in caſe it ſhould 
e found either neceſſary or expedient to 
much enture upon a Third, which, by an Acceſs 

ef Wealth to Individuals, may enrich the 
Public as much one Way, as ſome People 
may fear it will be impoveriſh'd another. 


1; 2" The Wines, Brandies, Laces, and Cam- 
——_ = vricks of France will, in ſuch caſe, be 


ich Envbolly prohibited; and when one Market 
heir R. fails, they will find it hard to open ano- 
ther. The Cambricks of Scotland and Ire- 
and may then perhaps meet with the 

F 2 Eſteem 


ö 


1 
} 
j 
= 
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Eſteem and Encouragement from the People, 
which they already deſerve from the Legiſla- 
ture; à more watchful Eye may be kept on 
the Exportation of our Wool; and the Ex- 
pences of our gay Travellers, Which Pethaps 
amount vearly to half a Million, not to in- 
fiſt upon the Loſs by clandeſtine Impor. 
tations of French Wares of all Sotts, will be f 
ſaved. I 
And now, having mention'd. Scotland, 1 
mould be inexcuſable if 1 did not take the 
Hint to mention another Circumſtance, | 
which renders a War with France motte eli. 
gible than ever; I mean the Union; by which 
the two Nations are incorporated, and they t 
| 
I 


0 a6 £66654 ---—_ 4 


Door is for ever ſnut on the French Influ. 

-ence there, which uſed to be eſteemꝭd one e 

the worſt. Miſchiefs we had to apprehen 

from a Rupture with that inveterate nem | 
I with I could fay that as much Care hal! 


been taken of poor Ireland, a Country 


. which from its Situation, F ertility, Num. 
ber of excellent. Harbours, and many other | 
. Advantages, might be render'd one of the | 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms in the UniveriW 
tho at preſent, by a ſtrange Infatuation, i, I 
bouring under innumerable Difficulties ana 
. Diſcouragements, and no . otherwiſe ker | 
-within their Daty, than 1 the 3 mg of i | 
W 


(37 ) 

ple, MW But to teturn from this Digreſſion. It is 

iſla- W moreover obſervable, that when Queen 

ton Annes War broke out, Scotland was not 

Es- only in very uneaſy Circumſtances, but the 

haps MW Dutch were greatly expoſed to the Inſults of 
» in- their new Neighbours the French, who, as 
por. Executors to the King of Spain's Will, had 
11 de -pour'd in 30, ooo Men into the Spaniſh Ne- 
WR therlands, which were oblig'd to ſupport 
rd, 1 them, as likewiſe to furniſh 20,000 Recruits 
e the {WT yeatly, together with Horſes to remount 
ance, the French Cavalry, Proviſions, Forage, c. 
te eli · I might add ſeveral other Particulars drawn 
which from the preſent State of Spain and Italy, 
d the to ſhew, that a War at this time would be 


Influ. more of a Piece with the Intereſt of Great 
nee Britain than it was then, at leaſt a Sea-War, 
ehen which is what I principally contend for, and 
nemy, which I will take the Liberty to ſupport 


re hal with theſe additional Reaſons, as to me ap- 
„ pearing unanſwerable. | 

1. Becauſe they have no Ports in the nar- 
row Seas. 2. None very good on this Side the 
= Mediteranean, except Breſt in Britanny, and 
= Rocbford upon the River of Clarent, but that 
i fo deep on the Bay of Biſcay, as to render it 
of little Conſequence, except to their own 
Country. 3. The Ports and Harbours, which 
chey have, are ſo far diſtant from each other, 
| - IRE that their Naval Force may be deſtroyed by 
Bui our Fleets before they can unite : Therefore 

| a8 


Y 


Nothing multiplies Seamen but foreign Com. 


have Leiſure to ſupply this Defect, they wil 


fore, I ſay again, tis the true, nay the prin- 
cipal Intereſt of the King of Great Britain, 


End, their Trade muſt decay, and their boaſted 


the French conſiſts in our Poſſeſſion of Gibral- MW 


FA .,?v 


| (38) 
as nothing is more the Intereſt, ſo nothing 
ought to be more the Care and Endeavours 
of the King of Great Britain, (and likewiſe 
of the States of the United Provinces, when 
they pleaſe) than to keep the French King | 
from opening any more Ports and Harbours 
than he now hath ; for that Prince who 
hath many Ships and few Harbours, is of as 
little Conſideration, as that Prince who hath 
many Ports and Harbours, and but few Ships, 


7 * 2 
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merce ; and nothing ſo much encourages That 
as Plenty of Ports; Harbours and ſafe 
Coaſts{of which, to the Comfort of Europe! 
ſpeak it, France is wanting); but if we delay to 
lower the Sails of their Ambition, until they 


ſoon prove too great to be dealt with. There. 


1 


and of the States of the United Provinces, to 3 : 
deſtroy the French in their Naval Strength, 
their Fiſhery, and their Weſt-India Trade, 3 3 


which are their Nurſery for Sea- men: By 


which means their Navigation being at an 


Power at Land become inconſiderable to us. 
But our preſent, principal Advantage over 


SO Ch =, kay = 


tar; which is ſo advantageouſly fituated, that 
it commands the greateſt Thoroughfare of 
Trade 


(39) 


Trade and Commerce in the World; no 
Ship being able to paſs in or out of the Me- 
- diteranean unobſerv'd from thence. Now 
the French have more Buſineſs in and about 
the Streigbts, and conſequently frequent them 
more than any Nation in Chriſtendom; fo 
that as long as we continue Maſters of this 
important Place, which we owe to the in- 
W credible Bravery of the Engliſb Seamen in the 
uſt War, we hold the Keys of the Medite- 
= 7ancan, and by a ſtrong Squadron of Men of 
War, with proper Tenders, Gc. we can at 
once hinder the Junction of the Toulon and 
Ben Squadrons, and put an ehtire Stop to the 
Trench Commerce thro' the Streigbts, which 
Iwill half ruin the Southern Provinces, and 
greatly affect the Manufactures of France in 
eneral. Laſthy, Such a War is become fo 
i nuch the more neceſſary, inaſmuch as the 
re. rench Nation already prey upon us under 
in. aniſb Commiſſions, and their Ships are not 
in, 8 only made uſe of to convey home the Trea- 
e ores of America, but to carry on a Com- 
th, Perce which all other Nations are excluded 
de, | 1 ==. | 
By But, after all the Pains I have taken, and 
an the Arguments I have laid down in favour of 
3 this important Meaſure, I may be told, that 
have begun at the wrong End; That I 
3 ſhould have firſt reflected on our calamitous 
Situation at Home, our Diviſions, our Debts, 
our exceſſive Taxes, our declining Commerce, 
our 


— pM r „ 
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our growing Poverty, c. Affecting Con- 


with France notwithſtanding ; For our Po- 


' would be the Advancement of our own 


more thriving Way, than during the ty i 


F Breaches likewiſc. 


(4 


ſiderations I muſt confeſs, and worthy all 


poſſible Attention! But this Proſpect, how- Bo 


ever melancholly, doth nat furniſh one Image. 

to deter me from recommending a Sea- Wark A 
verty takes it's Riſe from 6b; Decline of out 
Commerce as well as the Increaſe of out 
Taxes; and we aa that Decline. to bel 
principally owing to the ſuccesful Riyalſhiof 
of the French : Now it hath: been x 
obſerved, that the Navigation of theſe Rival 


of ours, ſubſiſts only by our Canrteſy, avi 
whenever wo pleaſe to exert ourſelves, as wall 


ought, we can put an End to it; = 
quently, the Downfal of their — 


5 


4 


nothing being more notorious, than that 
Woollen Manufacture, which is, at preer f 4 | 
the moſt grievous Sufferer, was never in 


"as Wars with France, fo daa 11 71 
en of. 

By the fame Meaſures, therefore, that wil 
quicken our Trade, we may get rid of = 91 
Poverty, which will render our Taxes l 5. 
irkſome, and perhaps help to make up 0: 2 


But I will not deal with this 2 1 
Meaſure of mine, as Quacks do by tha 


Noſt rums, recommend it as a Salve for c 4 . 
vor | 


F 
| 
| 
| 
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Pore: If it will ſerve to reſtore our Trade, 
eMemploy our Poor, (Ido not mean by bearin 
Vat Arms) and humble the common Enemy of 
Nurope, I contend for no more. 
But the grand Article of Ways and Means 
urs yet uatouch'd ; and it may be further 
xMrgd, that we are already fo exceſſivel 
hipMWoaded, that a Feather, by way of Addition, 
ould break our Backs: and yet ſuch vaſt 
WW Hcaps of ſtagnated Wealth are ſtill hoarded 
ann private Hands, that, on the Credit of a 
vil ote of Parliament, we can raiſe ſome Mil- 
af ons upon any Emergency; whereas the 
re Farmers General of France, with the Aſſiſ- 
n ance of all their Friends, would find it a 
od Wificult Matter to ſupply their Court, on a 
cr dden, with one. | | 
n But tho I mention the raiſing Money by 
ty sans, it is an Expedient I am far from 
commending, fince Experience hath 
F Wught us that it is the broad, left-hand Road 
t Ruin; nor is it poſſible for me to look 
of the preſent miſerable Circumſtances of 
Eur poor Manufacturers, ariſing in a great 
degree from the Multiplicity of our Taxes, 
without a ſenſible Compaſſion. Rs 
However ſtrongly, therefore, I am con- 


= 
= 
-# 


url 3 


che rinc'd, that it is the immediate Intereſt of 


eve Great Britain to commence a vigorous War 
Sor with France, I ſhould never think of re- 
commending ſuch a Meaſure, if the Expence 
* at was 


bk. a 


F 


i! 


i 1 


X (4) 
was to be ſaddled on the People, already 
exhauſted by the Ingenuity of the - ts ad 
miniſtration, hett 

But there is no Occaſion : And his M. | deo 
jeſty is already in Poſſeſſion of a Fund ol 
which is not only ſufficient to carry us thro i 
all the Expences of a War, but alſo to eaſe 
our Manufacturers and Labourers of thoſe ad 
Taxes which aggrieve them moſt, viz. Can. 
dles, Soap, Salt, and Leather ; and I make f 
no doubt, but that, if the Expedient | is re. 
commended and enforc'd, as the Importance 
of it deſerves, his Majeſty will moſt cordial. 
ly embrace it, and thereby manifeſt himſelf 21 
to be indeed the Father of his People. 
Tbe Expedient I mean, is, by Authorit 
of Parliament, to ſet to Sale annually ſuc} 
Portions of the Foreſt-Lands now veſted i 
the Crown, as will anſwer the ſalutary End 
above propoſed. . 

The ſaid Lands, exchafive of ſuch Parts 
of them, as are neceſſary for the Recreations i 
of the Royal Family, may be eſtimated, ve- 
ry reaſonably, at the Price of Thirty Mil- 4. 
lions. wy 
At preſent they ſerve no other Purpoſe, 
— to furniſh out Doles of Timber, to ſa- 
tiate the Cravings of Dependants, and to | 
ſtrengthen an Influence which we have to 
the full, as much Reaſon to dread, as the 
Power of France. = 


T1] 
For which Reaſon, though they were 
adyWotiently called the Flowers of the Crown, 
a. Whey both were then, and are now, no 
Wetter than Thorns in the Sides of the 


la. People. | 
ind Moſt of them were obtained unjuſtly, 
Ind though a Length of Poſſeſſion may 
re a Title in Law, in Equity it ought 
ever to be allowed. 
Io reſtore them then to the Public, by 
\k Wcvoting them to the public Service, will be 
re. he nobleſt Kind of Reſtitution. 
ne The Profits of the Soil are the Right 
2]. f the Inhabitants, and to ſuffer rich and 
ſelrrtile Lands to lye waſte and uncultivated, 
=$ an. Injury to the Commonwealth. 
it By the Improvement propoſed, - a new 
<> Wine of Wealth will be open'd ; for, over 
id above the Advantages - ariſing hy the 
dle, our Breed of Husbandmen will be 
Wncreaſed, and all other Artificers in propor- 
region; the Neceſſaries of Life will become 
nore plentiful than ever; many pitiful Vil- 
Wages will ſoon become conſiderable Towns ; 
many poor Clergymen will find their 
Benefices augmented, without having Re- 
courſe to the Bounty of Queen Anne; every 
. Branch of the Revenue, as well as every 
Branch of our Commerce, will partake of 
Ichis national Advantage; and without the 


be lacumbrance of additional Territories, we 


| G2 ' + 
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our former Kings did not lead them to re- 
pleniſh their Exchequer — ſo apt an Expe. | 


( a4 ) 
hallprocure an Addition of Wealth, Strength 
and mportance. 

That therefore the private Diſtreſſes off 


| 
| 
| 


dient as this, we have good Reaſon to won-il 
der, but more to be 2 thankful ; 
For by that Omiffion, of their, his preſent 1 

Majeſty hath ſtill the Power in his Hands, 
to humble our antient Enemy once more 
to the Duſt, and to render his Reign a Bleſ. 


fing to lateſt Poſterity : whereas if this Der. 


wer R:fort had likewiſe been ſwallow'd ur 
in the Gulph of Ways and Means, we might 
have repin'd at growing Greatneſs 7 
France, but we could not have reduc d it: 
To make Br:ck without Straw, being as im. 


poſſible to the free-born dubjects of Eng ha nl YH 


as to the Slaves of Egypt. 
8 
| i 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


9 H LS T the preceding Diſcourſe was 
b F at Preſs, a Scare- Gy, Liſt of the 
WPrench Forces was put into my Hand: by the 

um- Total, of which we gs to believe, 

. "hat, including their Militia, are above 

2 15-900 ſtrong, — But tho this Paper was, 
Wong fince, ſhewn about by the famous 

af -a as authentic, even a Gafcon 
could not, without a Bluſh, have called it 
ſo: Since it is notorious, That the French 

WF Battalion, there charged at 685 Men, rarely 
amounts to 400; and that the French 
Squadron, both of Horſe and Dragoons, 

is over-rated proportionally :' So that, with- 

out allowing for the Deficiences occaſioned 

by the Sword, Sickneſs, and Deſertion, we 

vie authorized to abate aboye one Thisd 
hpoh their regular Forces only. 

Again; with regard to their Militia, under 
three ſeparate Articles; that is to ſay, 30,000 
which was the Eſtabliſhment in the Year 
1741 ; 90,000 faid to be raiſed in 1742-3 s 
an 
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again re-eſtabliſhed by a 


Flanders, Germany, = Irah, as to be much i 


(46) 
and 78,400 incorporated; they are made to 
amount to 198,400 : Whereas, in very i 
Degd, by the new Levis, the Militia was | 


to be made go, oo0 in all, and the 78,000 
incorporated were — out of 5 ſaid | 


90,000, to make good —— in the 
regular Troops : : e. this 55 ,e00 was to be if 


Tau ght of the if * | 
Sixth Man out of — whole yr tv; wh 


which, as already hinted, hath not as yer 1 
taken Effect. f F 

Time will not ſuffer me to be more * : 
ticular: But this is, ſufficient to ſhew J 
wide this intimidating Paper is of * I 
Truth; more eſpec n 1 the Reader will 
give himſelf the Trouble to compare it with Wh 
the Account of the French Forces in 1703, AJ 
which he will find in the Sequel, 7 


— 


A _ Short Compariſon between the Britiſh C 
and French Dominions; formerly publi Pa by a 
ths Jame Authar.. | Pr 11 ; * 


2 muſt be allow'd France | is 3 than 
Britain and Treland, but diſputable whi- i 

> it contains more Inhabitants, and it is ſo iſ 
ſitusted with -Regard to Spain, Holland, 


more formidable on the Continent than we 
are : But even this Advantage is purchas d 
La at 


of (47) 
ry Wat a Price far beyond its Value: For if many 
» Powers ſtand in Awe of her, tis poſſible 
Ithoſe very Powers, may in Turn be her 
Enemies, whence ſhe is every where ob- 
lig d to cover her Barrier with fortify d 
owns, keep a vaſt Standing-Army on Foot, 
End disburie conſiderable Sums annually 1 in 
Pubſidies to foreign Princes. 
on the contrary, Britain and Ireland, by 
Wcing Iſlands, are under no Neceſſity to 
ure baſe the good Will of their Neighbours, 
r be at the — of Fortifications, or 
object themſelves to the Tyranny of a mi- 
pl Force: The Sea ſecures them from 
Kadden Irruptions, and their Fleets are able 
2% protect them from the more deliberate 
9 Projects of their moſt potent Enemies: To 
\ Wrotect only is too limited a Term; a mari- 
„me Force like ours, properly directed, may 
ike a Terror wherever it can fail, and 
„ £0 hurt only by Sea, may almoſt 
EEommand what Juſtice, and inflit n 
Vengeance we pleaſe. 
But France has her Fleets as well as we, 
She has ſo ; Thanks to our own Treache- 
Wry one while, and our bad Policy another: 


10 f 


4 


*| 


ſo Hut they are neither equal to ours in Num- 
4, ber, or Strength, or on an Eftabliſhment 
h | 810 natural, or durable as ours. In the firſt 
ve | Place, our Ship-Timber is the beſt in the 
4] World, and tho* the Quantity of it is di- 


at Linde d, tis far, very far from being ex- 
hauſteã 


1 


* 


. 
hauſted: On the other Hand, Frame is 
in this Particular; moſt of her Ships 
g purchas'd of other Nations, and con- 
ſequently, were ſhe, by ſome inſtant Blow, 
to. be deprived of her preſent Navy, the Los 
would be almoſt irreparable. Again, ſhe 
has but little Iron, and - leſs of every other 
Kind of naval Stores; Whereas, we a- 
bound in all; our Plantations ſupplying 
largely; whatever we are defective in at 
Home: From whence tis manifeſt, chat, 
at Sea, we are every Way her Superior. 


Having allow*d France to be more pow- 


erful on the Continent; than tis poſſible or 
even neceſſary for us to be; and prov'd that 


we have, or might have as much the Ad- 


vantage by Sea; let us next make a Compa- 
riſon of the Wealth and Trade of the tw 
Nations. And, firſt, as to the ſimple pro- 


That of France thro' the Dryneſs of the Air, 
oy _ in Summer, * 7 of Manute, 

and overtilling, is, generally ſpeaking, poor, 
and half · exhauſted: Nay, in * 
great Tracts, formerly cultiyated, lie, at 
preſent, wholly waſte and neglected. Where- 

+ as, the Soil of theſe Iſlands 1s, for the moſt 
Fart, rich, fruitful, and excellently well im- 
-provd : The Art of Huſbandry being no 
- . where better underſtood, or follow'd with 
more Induſtry. It is, therefore, not at all 
e ſurpriſing 


duce of the Soil, in which, it muſt be ob- 
ſerv d, that we have greatly the Advantage: | 
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ſurpriſing that France, even in the moſt fa- 
3 vourable Seaſons, ſhould but Juſt. be able to 
feed i own Inhabitants ; or that Britain 
chould fo abound in Grain of all Sorts, that, 
', | were our Exportations a little better regula- 
ted, we might be able both to ſupply our 
© | Neighbours, and yet never run any Riſque 
er of being'in Want ourſelves ; notwithſtand- 
* ing the vaſt Quantities conſum'd in our 
5 Bl Brewery, Diſtillery, &c. Under this Ar- 
article, we may likewiſe add, that our nor- 
it, chern Colonies are an almoſt inexhauſtible 
Granary ; furniſhing beſide their own Con- 
W- ſumption, infinite Quantities to the Leward 


or lands, New Spain, Portugal, &c. to the 
nat great Profit both of Planter and Merchant: 
d- Again, France is as deficient in Paſturage, 
Pa- as in Tillage; and tho tis notorious that 
v\ chat they eat but very little Fleſh, they are 


r0- BY ford to eke out that little with Supplies 
ob · ¶ from their. Neighbours; with the Addition 
ge: of Butter and Cheeſe, in great Abundance, 


Au, into che Bargain. Whereas we on the 


ute, ¶ other Hand, tho the moſt noted Fleſh 
Eaters on this Side the Globe, not only ſtock 
our owh Markets, and victual our own 
Fleets, Cc. but have a Surplus, eſpecially 
in Treland, large enough to ſupply other Na- 
tions. Our Fleeces, Hydes, and Tallow 
We, likewiſe, more valuable than any other; 
our Horſes are the moſt ſerviceable in Europe; 
France herſelf being ſupply'd with great 

| H Numbers 
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1 
Numbers from hence. Our Timber, eſ- 
pecially our Oak, admits of no Compariſon, 
our Cyder, Perry, Sc. are Articles that the 
French cannot come near us in: Woad, a 
Dying Drug, we have in great Abundance, 

but the French little or none. But as to 
Hemp and Flax, tis hard to ſay, which of 
the Kingdoms has the Advantage. The Vine 
France may glory in without a Rival : Inſo. 
much, that it would not be amiſs, if, in- 
ſtead of the Flower de Luces, ſhe was to 


give three Bunches of Grapes for her Coat 
of Arms. Wich regard to Mines, the ſub- 


terranean Wealth of a Country, we have 
not only the Superiority of France, but off 


moſt Countries in Europe. Our Tin ha 
been famed thto all Ages, our Lead is like 


wiſe an Article of vaſt Importance; v 


make great Quantities of Iron, we havſ 
very conſiderable Allom- Works: Our Cop 


per is inferior to none but that of Sueden 
and, as to our Coal, tis of more Conſe- 
quence, than all the Gold, Silver, and Dia- 
monds of Mexico, Peru and Brazil. 
With Refpe& to Manufactures, we have 
to the full as many Advantages, on the Com- 
pariſon, as from the Soil. For, in the firſt 
Place, we have neither ſo many Soldiers, ot 
Prieſts, conſequently not ſo many idle Peo- 
ple as they. And, ſecondly, we have al- 
moſt all the principal Materials for the Em- 
ployment of Induſtry within — 
; 00 
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ef. Wool enables us, if we pleaſe, to ſupply 
on. the better Half of the World with cloath- 
the] ing, almoſt on our own Terms, and till 

a] lately, we have enjoy'd that Traffic without 
N a Rival: In narrow Cloths, Kerſeys, Serges, 
to] Bayes, Stuffs, &c. Sc. we are ſtill Maſters. 
\ off In Hard-ware, Glaſs, Cabinet, Watch and 
ine! Clock-Work, and Bijouterie; we are the En- 
aſo. vy and Admiration of all the reſt of the 
in. World. In dreſſing of Skins, Tanning, 
s tol Sc. we are equally. excellent. In what is 
called Mancheſter Ware, in the making of 
Hats, Shoes and Stockings; in painting, 
davel printing, and ſtaining of Linens; in a 
Word, in whatever contributes to the Eaſe, 
Convenience, and Luxury or Life, except 
Cambricks and Gold and Silver Stuffs, all 
ie Nations round us, will acknowledge we 


bare neither Superior, or Equal. 
we # -We come now to Our nen Trade; and 
n bete we could. with this Compariſon: had 
nſe- been undertaken ſome. Years ago, before the 


French had ſwallowed up the Trade to the 
Eevant, made ſucha Progreſs in-their Set- 
harel tlements in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, the 
om. Coaſt of Africk, &c. However, it may till 
6-0 be fately aver'd, that, our vaſt Intercourſe 
with our own Plantationsconfider'd, we have 
ſtill the Advantage in every Branch, thoſe 
JJ Turkey, and, during the War, to Spain 
| excepted ; and how ſoon this might be put 
beyond Controverſy! let the following Facts 

_ H 2» declaie. 
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8 —- We have in the firſt Place, a 
four Times: greater Extent of Sea-Coaſt 
than the French, and are mgre . eommo- 
dieully - ſituated for Navigation; our Ports 
are numerous and good, hoſe of - France 
few, and yet fewer ſafe and convenient. 
We have all the Nerveg of Commerce with- 
in ourſelves; we have ſuch Wool, as would 
alone, if duly preſerv'd, engroſs the. Wealth 
of the World. We have ineftimable Fiſh- 
'eries on our ewn Coaſts; we have others on 


the Banks of Newfoundland, &c. We a- fir 
bound, or might, with Proviſions of all Ne 


Sorts. Our People are numerous, ingenious | 
and induſtrious. We have long had firm 


Footing upon, and eſtabliſhed Correſponden- 7 


ces with almoſt all the maritime Provinces lf 


of the Globe. Our Ships and Seamen are, 
in a manner, innumerable : Nor do we want 
Means to increaſe both, whenever we pleaſe, 
which, as before oblervd, is out of the 
Power of France. Our Plantations are a. 


lene ſufficient to preſerve us a rich, happy 
and flouriſhing People, if proper Care Was 
taken to make the moſt of them, And the 


annual Revenues of our Government are both MW. 


large enough to keep all theſe Wheels in Mo- 
tion, and re- eſtabliſh our Trade, Credit, and 
Importance, againſt even France herſelf, 


who has ſwelled to her preſent Greatneſs, } | 


principally thro' the Ignorance, Indolence, 
or — of her K 3 
>; e 


The Revenue of France in the Year 1700. 
HE General Income of France, 
| from Land, Trade, and Manufacture 
in Times of Peace, and before the Perſe- 


11 cution of that Kingdom, amounted. to 
I, 100,000,000, of French Livres, or a- 


bout Eighty four Millions Sterling; of which 
be Clergy 25 have near 


1- ergy and Religious Hou 

es Ibe Fourth Part (or 22 Millions Sterling.) 
e, ad the King by the Land-Tax, or les 
nt I -illes, the Five Great Farms, viz. Caſual 
e, cvenue, Eaux & Foreſts, Tenths from 


e Clergy, Inland and Foreign Poſts, Free- 
Wiſts, &c. ſomething. above the Ninth, that 


A. 

Dy 5, 9,600,000 Pounds Sterling clear from all 
as Charges. By which it appears, That even 
he In the Times of Peace, the Maſs of the 
th | People of France did not enjoy much above 
o- ue Parts in Eight of the Annual Income of 
ad that plentiful Country. 459 th 


The King's Revenue not anſwering his 


he Miniſtry of, France to raiſe Money, 


by 


Faſt Expence, the Ways made uſe of by 
Have been by Erecting New Employments, 
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by Augmentation of Salaries of the Ancient 


Offices, and by Aſſigning Penſions upon the 


Man de Ville, or Chamber of Paris; for 


all which the New Purchaſer pays ſo many 
Years Purchaſe to the King. And tho' this 


has been a ready means of raiſing Money 
among a People ſo fond of Offices and Ti- 
tles; yet it has encumbred the Crown-Re- 
venue with a heavy Debt. For 'twas com- 
puted that the King before the Year 1688, 


_ upon that Scote no leſs than four Mil- 
lions Sterling per Annum, which reduced his | 
Income to 5,600,000 Pounds Sterling; a | 


Sum; which the Expences occaſioned by 
the late War, have very much exceeded. 


For 'tis believ'd; that che Expences of | 


the King's Houſhold, Maintenance of the 
Princes of the Blood, Charge of the Navy 
and Land- Force; Sc. could amount to ne 


leſs than 10,600, oo Pounds Sterling: The | 
Expences therefote have been Five Millions 


more than the Revenue; for which Sum, 
either the Government muſt have every Year 


run in Debt, or it muſt have been annually 


rais'd upon the People. 


The former Revenue being 9,600,000 || 


Pounds Sterling, had this Revenue held up 


during the War, there had been occaſion | 
to raiſe above Five Millions Sterling, befides I 
One Million and a Half for the Salaries and 
Gains of the greater Number of Officers 
employed in the collecting every — 3 
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nt | fo that there was Yearly- Levied upon the 
he People of France, during the late War, 
or 16, 100, 0 Pounds Sterling, which was 
ny near the Fifth Penny of 84,000,000 Pounds 
his Sterling, annual Income. | 
ey | But the Interruption of Trade, and Ex- 
i-  pulſion of the Proteſtants, having ſunk the 
.c- | Annual Income to 77,000,000, and the or- 
N- | dinary Crown” Revenue to | 8,500,000 
8, Pounds Sterling per Annum, the annual Ex- 
il- pences were ſupplied by Augmenting the 
his Land-Tax, or Les Jailles, and a heavy Ca- 
; a MW pitation, and Creation of Employments, 
increaſing Salaries of Ancient Officers, and 
S new Penſions or Annuities on the Chamber 
of Paris was lade. 
| There being Grounds to believe that there 
vas levied, during the late Nine Years War, 

dy a Medium, 3, $00,060 Pounds Sterling 
er Amum. In all 3 1,500,000 Pounds Ster- 
ling by Sale of Offices, Penſions, &c. And 
ſuppoſe the Purchaſer from the Crown had 
paid for all theſe New Grants about 17 Years 
$ Purchaſe, the 31, 500,000 Pounds Sterling, 
thus fold for Payment of Salaries and Inte- 
reſt, did then charge the Revenue of the 
Crown with the New Debt of 1,900,000 


g Pounds Sterling per Arinum.” 

It has been ſaid before, the Debt formerly 
F contracted upon the fame Account, amounted 
to 4,900,000 Pounds Sterling; ſo that there 
Vas probably paid out of the Crown Re- 
| | venue 
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enue upon Abele Accounts in the Year Þ* 
3697, in all e Pounds Sterling, 


| P. Ster. 

Peace did probably reſtore the 

Crown- Revenue tO. | — 9, 000, 009 
F rom which deduct for thoſe | 

ſorts of Debts . $90, doo 

there remain'd to the. 

A but 3, 110, ooo 
The neceſſary Expen 


. Times of Peace do not a- 
mount to leſs than 
From whence dedu& 


The Expence greater than the 
| Income by 9 2, 890, 09% 


ces of the the : 
Court, Army, and Fleet, 20 000 000 


3. 110, 000, 


| 1 * up Þ.part of which Sum, py 
ng of France lower'd' the Iotereſt + 
Te is paid on Account of the Rent- Char- 

ges upon the Chamber of Paris; ſuppreſs d 
a Great Number of Ne- Offices, and or- 
der d Corporations. to reimburſe the Pur- 
chaſers; both which eaſe his Revenue of near 
one Million and half per r Annum., And for d 
the Reſt he keeps up ſeveral New Impo» [FP 

ſitions that have been during the late War. 
This was the State of che French King's 
Revenues, f in the Year 1700. By the Trea- 
7 of Partition, and the procuring the King 
ie s Will, the French King's Ex- 
pences 


Ae of of 
ar Penees have vaſtly increas'd ; for it was com- 
uted, That, a 


n P. Ster 
„ Ehe Duke 4 Harrourt's Em- mY 
baſſy into Spain coſt the o, 000. 
% French Kitg no leſs than 8 0 


punt Tallard is reckon'd to 

have expended in England$ . 
he Accepting the King of | 

Spain's Will has been at- 
tended with Extfaordinary 
Charge; for the German 
Princes have receiv'd from 
Fance, either upon Ac- 
zo, count of their Neutrality, 
or for Raiſing Troops to 
maintain the ſame, no leſs 


than ——— 
ne Duke of Savoy, and the 


a of {/a/ian Princes, ſtand the CI, ooo, ooo. 
ar- King of Fronce is 68 much 

8d * | - 

or- I all,. 25 900, 000. 
ar To make up abi Sum, the French King 
for th not only continued, but doubled the 
0» Fpitation; and has once more rais'd the 
r. $14 and Silver Species of his Kingdom; 
os Ich which, as they exhauſt his Subjects 


ries, ſo they put almoſt a total Stop to 
ade, it being computed that in September 
t ſeveral Merchants at Lyons turn'd Bank- 
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rupts for above 1, 00, 000 CTY Sterling 

Tbe preſent War the King of France i 
"Embarraſs'd with to maintain hie Grandſon 
on the Spaniſo Throne, ſtands him in 2 
much as the late War did; for tho the 
Janiards are at the Charge of keeping the 
Metherlands; yet the French King is necel- 
ſitated to have an Army of near 50000 Men 


in taly, which coſts him Six times as much, 


as the like Number would do on his Fron 
tiers. * 

This Short View of the French Affain 
muſt needs yield a pleafing Proſpect to thok 
that wiſh the Liberties of all Europe, and 


in particular of England, ſecur d againſt 1 


Encroaching Power. 
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An Atcount of the French King's Forces. 
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GARRISONS | 
Oſtend - ü'⁊ ⁊—T—— — oo 
Oudenardo ! “!! 500 
Punkirk . ͤ—-—— — 4000 
Calais — —— — — 2000. 
Liege————— r 

mant — — — 10o00 
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